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SUBJECT: ITALIAN SEAT ON IAEA BOARD 

REF: STATE 257431 

1. ACCORDING TO UK RESREP (SLATER) PROCEDURE WHICH HAS 
BEEN GENERALLY AGREED UPON AMONG WE MEMBERS OF AGENCY 
IS TO DRAW UP A SET OF CRITERIA FOR USE 

IN DETERMINING MOST ADVANCED STATES AMONG 
ALL WE MEMBERS. THERE IS NO RPT NO PRESENT 

INTENTION BY WE GROUP OF ATTEMPTING TO HAVE SUCH CRITERIA AS MAY 
BE DEVELOPED APPLIED TO ENTIRE IAEA MEMBERSHIP. 

2. CLEARLY DEVISED AS ATTEMPT TO ACCOMMODATE SWEDISH 
AND SPANISH COMPLAINTS, PLAN IS RATHER NEBULOUS AT 
PRESENT. AGREEMENT HAS NOT YET BEEN REACHED ON WHICH 
WE STATES, IN ADDITION TO GROUP CO-CHAIRMEN FRANCE 
AND UK, SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN DRAFTING OF CRITERIA. 

SECOND PHASE, I.E. ACCEPTANCE OF THEM BY ALL WE 
STATES MAY PRESENT EVEN MORE PROBLEMS. 

3. DISCUSSIONS AT JUNE BOARD (SEE IAEA VIENNA 5138) 
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ING USSR, INDIA AND JAPAN, OBJECTED STRONGLY TO ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF ANY OBJECTIVE CRITERIA FOR USE BY BOARD 
IN DESIGNATING ALL THOSE BOARD MEMBERS IN "MOST ADVANCED" 
CATEGORY. FYI: OPPOSITION WAS BASED ON A NUMBER OF FACTORS 
INCLUDING THE IMPLICIT ASSUMPTION, WIDELY HELD, THAT 
SHOULD THE PRC EVER JOIN THE AGENCY IT WOULD BE 
ENTITLED AUTOMATICALLY TO A BOARD SEAT AS A "MOST 
ADVANCED" MEMBER. WHILE TRADITIONAL PRACTICES OF BOARD DESIG- 
NATION COULD PERMIT SUCH RESULT, ANY SET OF CRITERIA 
FOR DESIGNATION PRESUMABLY WOULD BE BASED ON ADVANCE- 
MENT IN PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY WHICH WOULD 
CLEARLY RAISE SERIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT PRC ELIGIBILITY. 

END FYI. 

4. ON BASIS OF FOREGOING, MISSION RECOMMENDS WE NOT 
SUPPORT ITALIAN VIEW THAT CRITERIA SHOULD BE APPLIED 
WORLDWIDE, FOR THAT COURSE OF ACTION WILL RECEIVE 
VERY HEAVY OPPOSITION IN BOARD. THE BEST COURSE TO 
FOLLOW FOR THE PRESENT IS TO CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE WE GROUP 
IN ITS EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THEIR OWN SPECIFIC PROBLEM. LABOWITZ 
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